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The original series of Co- ¢
nan Doyle’s great detec-
x

tive stories, which gave
him international fame, are |
acknowledged by practi-
cally all the eritics to be
superior in plot and inter-
est to the later adventures
which have won such gen-
erous applause. The call
for the first stories has
been so insistent that The
Times has made a special
arrangement with Harper
Bros., who own the origi-
nal copyright of the series,
and will present these mas-
terpieces of ingenuity to its{"
readers through the col-
umns of the Sunday edi-
tion.
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“And speaking low?”

“My uncle's voice is always remarks
ably low. I hardly spoke at all”

“Thank wvou,’” =aid Holmes, shutting
his eves; “pray go on.”

1 .did exactly what he indicated, and
waited until the other clerks had de-
parted. One of them in my room,
Charles Gorot, had some arrears of work
to make up, so I left him there and
went out to dine. When I returend he
was gone. I was to hurry my
work, for I kKnew ph—the ME,
Harrison whom vou saw just now—was
in town, and that he would travel down
to Woking by the 11 o'clock tr and
I wanted if possible to caich it.

“When I came to examine the treaty
I saw at once that it was of such im-
portance that my uncle d been guilty
of no exaggeration in what he had said.
Without going into details, . may saw
that it defined the position of Great Bri-
tain toward the Triple Alliance, and
foreshadowed the policy which this
country would pursue in the event of
the French fleet gaining a complete ase
cendency over that of Italy in the Med-
iterranean. The questions treated in it
were purely naval. At the end were the
signatures of the high dignitaries whe
had signed it. I glanced my eyes over
it, and then settled down to my task of
copying.

“It was a long docume=nt, -Fritten in
the French Ilanguage, a containing
{ twenty-six separate articles. I copied
| as quickly as I could, but at 9 o'cloch
iI had only done nine ticles, and %
jseemed hopeless for me to attempt 1&
catch my train. I was fecting drowsy:
and stupid, partly from my Jdinner znd
also frem the effects of g long day's
work. A cup of coffee would clear my
brain. A commissionnaire remains afi
night In a Iiftle lodge at the foot of the
stairs, and is in the habit of making cof="
fee at his spirit-lamp for any of the af=
ficials who may be working over tims,
I rang the bell, therefore, to summan
him.

#“To my surprise, it was 2 woman who
answered the summons, a large,coarse=
faced, elderly woman, in an apron. She
explained that she was the commission-
naire’s wife, who did the charing, znd
I gave her the order for the coffee,

“I wrote two more articles, and then,
feeling more drowsy than ever, I roas
and walked up and down the room to
siretch my legs. My coffee had not yet
come, and I wondered what the cause
of the delay could be. Opening the door,
I started down the corri to find out
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